Cod is pleased”

"And do not forget to do good and
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How to use this material: As a missions leader, this material will enable you to lead your church's observances of the Alabama WMU Day of Prayer
and Kathleen Mallory Mission Offering. This material offers theme interoretation, an overview of this year's highlighted ministry, basic details about the
offering, steps to leading your age-level groups in the observance, and a form for ordering free study/offering materials and promotional items.

g;e Book of Hebrews was written to Jewish
believers to present the case for Christ’s sufficiency
and superiority. The writer wanted Jewish believ-
ers to know that Christ was the perfect revelation
of God, the complete and final sacrifice, the kind
mediator and the only way to salvation. At the end
of the letter, we read this exhortation: “Through
Jesus, therefore, let us
continually offer to God a
sacrifice of praise — the
fruit of lips that confess
His name. And do not
forget to do good and to
share with others, for with
such sacrifices God is
pleased” (Hebrews 13:15-
16 NIV).

We must remember this
letter was written to Jewish Christians who were
accustomed to offering sacrifices as part of their
Jewish religion prior to following Christ. The
ultimate sacrifice of Christ rendered the animal
sacrifices of the Old Testament obsolete. This
concept was very familiar to the original audience,
and the writer was encouraging Jewish believers to
consider their praise and acts of service their new
“sacrifices.” For those early believers, as it is with
us, they had the privilege to offer these sacrifices
anytime and anywhere.

The word used in verse 16 for sharing with
others literally means “a contribution as

& is no small thing that we,
as imperfect and sinful as we
are, can actually please
God as we follow His example
and sacrifice for others.

exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship.”
Isn’t that a great way to think in terms of sacrifice?
I sacrifice for the people and things I care most
about; my sacrifice for those is proof to the world
of my fellowship with them. I sacrifice for the Lord,
my spouse, my children, my church, missions
endeavors and ministries I care deeply about. And
my sacrifice for each of
these is proof of my fellow-
ship. Read through Hebrews
chapter 13. As you read, you
will see that God is pleased
with three kinds of sacri-
fices: costly commitment
(13:13), praise and grati-
tude to God (13:15) and
selfless service to those in
need (13:16). These are the
sacrifices that please God.

As you begin contemplating the 2010 Day of
Prayer and Kathleen Mallory Mission Offering,
consider this concept of sacrifice. It is a concept
that most people are uncomfortable with, but we
see here in Hebrews that it pleases God. It is no
small thing that we, as imperfect and sinful as we
are, can actually please God as we follow His exam-
ple and sacrifice for others. As Hebrews 13 teaches,
may you offer sacrifices that please God — costly
commitment, praise and gratitude to Him, and
selfless service to those in need. What are you
willing to sacrifice for? What will your sacrifice be?

2010 Alabama WMU Day of Prayer and Kathleen Mallory Mission Offering




2010 Day of Prayer & KMMO Quick Facts

o

he scene is a bright, sunny summer day in east
central Alabama. The sky is a deep blue, and as you
sit on an old wooden bench at Vespers looking at
the mountain, the blue sky seems to come down
and touch the white rock before you. The warmth
of the sun causes you to be grateful for the steady
breeze that blows. The lake sparkling on a summer
day, the decades-old steps up the hill and the famil-
iar view from Vespers are sights that typify World-
Song Missions Place. The sights are truly gorgeous.
But in the distance, you hear echoes of joyful
singing. The singing is sometimes loud and silly,
sometimes soft and worshipful. You hear unending
giggles of little girls and encouraging words from
cabin leaders to campers. These are the sounds of
WorldSong and have been since Alabama WMU
began camping there in 1991. The faces are differ-
ent and the voices have changed, but the ministry
remains. God displays His glory through the sights
of WorldSong, but it’s through the sounds that He
receives His due praise and worship.

Prior to the summer of 1991, GA and Acteens
camps were held at Shocco Springs. In 1990,
Alabama WMU purchased the property from the
Birmingham Baptist Association and named it
WorldSong Missions Place. The name was inspired
by this verse in Psalms: “Sing to the Lord a new
song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.” Since acquir-
ing the property, Alabama WMU has engaged in

extensive renovations throughout the facilities.
While the original intent was to provide a better
summer missions camping experience for GAs and
Acteens, WorldSong has expanded programming to
year-round opportunities for various age groups.

It would be impossible to accurately articulate
the impact WorldSong Missions Place has had
during the last two decades. Since WMU camping
began keeping records in 1960, more than 5,000
girls and young women have made professions of
faith, and more than 4,000 have made commit-
ments to serve in missions and ministry. While we
celebrate the fruitfulness of WorldSong’s
ministries, we must remember that the sights of
WorldSong, while beautiful, are not the most
important part. The success of WorldSong’s
ministries and its impact in the Kingdom of God is
due to people. The young women who have sacri-
ficed their summers and answered God’s call to
serve are the instruments through whom God has
used to draw children and students to Him for
salvation. So as we prepare to celebrate 20 years of
camping at WorldSong Missions Place, may we cele-
brate all those who have spent time at WorldSong,
campers and staff, because it is in their lives lived
for the Lord Jesus that He is most glorified. And
that is how we measure the success of this impor-
tant ministry. For more information about World-
Song, visit www.worldsongretreat.com.



for Your Day of Prayer Observance

1. Asyou begin to contemplate your role in
leading your church to observe the 2010 Alabama
WMU Day of Prayer, read Hebrews chapter 13.
Meditate on the theme verse, Hebrews 13:16, and
the verse preceding. After spending time with this
passage, confess any personal shortcomings and
struggles the Holy Spirit may have revealed to you.
Seek His forgiveness, and strive to be more like His
Son, Jesus. Ask God to first open your heart to the
concept of sacrificing for His glory and His
Kingdom. Ask Him to enable you to encourage
age-level leaders as they make preparations for
their groups.

Make yourself available to your leaders in any
way, and commit to praying for them as they plan
and lead the study. Pray also for those who will
participate in the study.

2. Share your Day of Prayer ideas with your
pastor and age-level leaders. The suggested dates
are Sept. 14-15, 2010, but if it presents a conflict,
feel free to choose another date.

3. How will your church observe the Day of
Prayer? After meeting with your pastor and age-
level leaders, develop a plan.
Some ideas may include:
« Separate age-level studies during regular
meeting times
+ A combined WMU event for multiple age
levels
+ A churchwide program on a Wednesday or
Sunday evening to highlight the ministries
of WorldSong Missions Place

Many churches have former WorldSong campers or
staff persons. Consider involving them in your
studies for the 2010 Day of Prayer. Personal
testimonies speak volumes. Most will be able to
provide personal photographs to share, and all will
certainly have stories to share about their experi-
ences at WorldSong.

4. Establish a goal for your church for the
Kathleen Mallory Mission Offering with input
from your pastor and age-level leaders. The state
goal is $475,000.

5. Order KMMO resources from Alabama

WMU. Use the form on the last page of this
material to place an order. Check with all of your
age-level leaders about their needs before submit-
ting the form, as several of the age-level studies
require resources found on the back of the Day of
Prayer poster. This will allow you to place one order
for your entire church. Age-level study materials
can be found in the September/Fall issues of the
National WMU magazines. They also may be down-
loaded at www.alabamawmu.org/KMMO. You also
will find other helpful, free resources on the Web
including PowerPoint slides and photos of World-
Song Missions Place.

6. Discuss how you can use these resources
and study materials to educate your church about
the ministries of WorldSong. Involve age-level
leaders as much as possible in the planning and
implementation. Remember, the more you involve
them in the planning, the more ownership they will
have. Make sure to place KMMO posters in appro-
priate areas of your church as the Day of Prayer
observance approaches.

This Day of Prayer study material was written by Faith McDonald. Faith lives in Valley, Ala.,,
and is a member of First Baptist Church, Valley.




Free Materials Order Form

2010 Alabama WMU Day of Prayer and Kathleen Mallory Mission Offering

Indicate the number needed of each item in the space provided.

___ Poster - Includes resources needed for age-level studies and budget information; check
with your age-level leaders to determine how many to order.

— Pew-sized offering envelopes Prayer Guides

— Remittance envelopes — The Life and Ministry of Kathleen Mallory (limit 1)
For non-subscribers of National WMU magazines:

__ Adults’ study material ___ Students’ study material

____ Children’s study material Preschoolers’ study material

Please PRINT clearly and fill in completely.

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

street or PO box

city state zip

TELEPHONE (include area code)

E-MAIL ADDRESS

CHURCH

CITY/TOWN OF CHURCH

Mail this completed form to: Alabama WMU Day of Prayer
POBox 11870
Montgomery, AL 36111-0870

or e-mail requests for materials to Maryann Lee at mlee@alsbom.org.

Alabama Woman's Missionary Union
PO Box 11870
: WM Executive Director: Candace Mclntosh Montgomery, AL 36111-0870

ALABAMA Project Manager: Brittney Gardner 800.264.1225

Visit Alabama WMU on the Web at www.alabamawmu.org.



